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PANTZER SEES EDUCATION J\S 'PRH·1E HOPE'
FOR SOLVING PROBLE~5 WITHIN SOCIETY TODAY
MISSOULA-In his charge to the 1973 University of

~lantana

graduating class in the Harry Adams

Field House at UH Sunday, Uf,l President Robert T. Pantzer said that education "is our prime
hope" for solving many of the problems facing society today.
Speaking at the 76th Annual UM Commencement to about 1,650 graduates, their parents,
families and friends, and to honorary doctoral degree recipients--author Dorothy
and Sen. Lee

~Ietcalf,

~1.

Johnson

D-r.tont.--and other guests, the University administrator said he hopes

the new graduates learned while at UN "that the quest for truth, of unquestionable fact,
is a continual frustration."
In addition to the degree recipients and faculty, about 4,000 attended the ceremony.
Pantzer told the graduates that "your time spent here must have made you fully aware
that no person can be fully educated, and thus, that you are challenged to a life of
continued learning."
Besides a professional or disciplinary education, Pantzer said "a determined function
of this University has been to prepare you to be inquiring, discerning, flexible individuals-rather than being sightlessly dogmatic."
He said the University "shall always be a place of controversial thought," since such
thought is essential in the educational process of a true university.
"The freedom of this campus, directed toward independent thought and unfettered debate,
should have enhanced your quality of tolerance--tolerance of the views and attitudes of
others," he said.
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"If you depart this institution today loJith the realization that knowledge gained in the
classroom, and at this moment thought to be untarnished as fact, may hereafter prove to be
blemished or even false at some point in the future, then this University has served you
well," Pantzer emphasized.
Pantzer said he feels "education is not intended to merely prepare people to do whatever
work flows from technological needs."
"Surely, is is intended to educate people of vision and sensitivity, who will have the
motives to direct technology into humanly constructive channels," he said.
Focusing on problems within our society and the valuable role education can fill in
solving them, Pantzer said:
"Now, and in the future, our society needs to achieve racial justice, renew the environment, keep the peace, conquer poverty, improve health and education, develop the arts,
aid developing nations, and pay serious, dedicated attention to a host of other requirements
in the welfare of people everywhere.

To attack these many problems will require great

cadres of dedicated and professionally competent persons.

Education is our prime hope for

accomplishment of these many missions."
On Sunday, Johnson, who reeeived a bachelor's degree in English at U~l in 1928, was

awarded the honorary degree of Doctor of Letters, and Metcalf, who received a law degree at
Ul•l in 1936, was awarded the honorary Doctor of Laws degree.
Sunday's commencement invocation was by Father Frank r.!atule, pastor of Christ the King
Church, and the commencement benediction was by the Rev. Richard A. Jones, pastor at the
First Presbyterian Church.
The University Brass Ensemble, under the direction of

U~l ~1us

ic Instructor Lance Boyd,

played several works during the commencement ceremonies.
Commencement guests Sunday included two representatives of the Regents of the

~~ntana

University System--Mrs. Harriet Neloy and Mrs. Marjorie W. King--and the three members of
the University's Local Executive Board--Arthur Deschamps Jr., Mrs. Olive Haugen and Alex M.
Stepanzoff, who is board chairman.
In a break from tradition, only the doctoral degree recipients--those rece1v1ng terminal degrees--walked across the stage Sunday to receive their degrees. Pantzer said the new
style of commencement is "in the interest of brevity."
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